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Let me comment on the way things are structured in the University.

gmance structize where the facy
The University of lllinois is a community with a lot of parts and dimensions, and everyone has a
role to play and a place to play it.

There will inevitably be confiict of ideas and of opinions.

Such tensions should be embraced and taken as evidence that we are a highly functioning
organization.

Such debate and sound argument lie at the shared pursuit for the truth that all of us at the

& university should mmwm i
civillty.

During our discussions this summer on the issue of diversity, | was struck by the words of
Proiesw Ar;dersohﬁ who rsrmr@ded the ustess msr we had an atthe -Qhwersi;y of

arm to achieve the broader goal for our shared socrety which is to prepare the next generatlon
to live in a citizen-led democracy.

As | mentioned earlier, we all have a part to play and a place to play it.

I have been chosen to play this role as trustee in part because of my experiences in a wide
range of fields which ensure that my actions are familiar to others and therefore predictable




Instead, like those leaders of our republic who serve our community in a representative
democracy, | must ultimately vote my conscience.

Today we take up the topic of emeritus status.
There are provisions for emeritus status in the University-organizing documents.
The emeritus status is an honorific status.

it is a title that is one of prestige.

Apparently, Mr. Ayres, who has been a teacher at the University of Illinois at Chicago, has
asked for this privilege and honor to be bestowed on him.

Our discussion of this topic therefore does not represent an intervention into the scholarship of
the University, not is & a threal 1o academic freedom.

®is,

I am guided by my conscience and one which has been formed by a series of experiences,
many %mm have been shared with the people of our country and markeach ofusin a

My own history is not a secret.

| intend to vote against conferring the honorific title of our University to a man whose body of
work includes a hook dedicated in part to the man who murdered my father, Robert F,
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